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An alternative to wild fur trapping

Accidental fur: Boston firm turns roadkill into fashion
BOSTON, Dec 15, (AP): Pamela
Paquin’s source for fashion is either
“tres chic” or will make you shriek.
She creates neck muffs, leg warmers, hats, purses and more from roadkill, or “accidental fur,” as she prefers
to call it.
As owner of Petite Mort Furs, a 2year-old Boston-area company, she
said she’s offering the fur industry an
alternative to wild fur trapping and
large-scale fur farms.
“All this fur is being thrown
away,” Paquin said. “If we can pick
that up, we never have to kill another
fur-bearing animal again.”
Keith Kaplan, head of the Fur
Information Council of America, said
his trade group considers all North
American furs to already be ethically
and environmentally responsible.
“Production of fur in North
America is highly regulated with
guidelines set through years and
years (and millions of dollars) of scientific study,” he said via email,

declining to comment on Paquin’s
company or the general idea of using
roadkill for fur. “In fact, the populations of every species used by the
industry today are as abundant, or
more abundant, than they were a century ago.”
Animal rights groups also have
mixed feelings about roadkill fur.
“We’d just say it’s in very poor
taste,” said Kara Holmquist at the
Massachusetts Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,
declining to elaborate.

Prolong
Lisa Lange, a senior vice president
at People for the Ethical Treatment
for Animals, or PETA, said that
there’s “never an excuse” to wear fur,
but that it’s “far better” to wear roadkill than farmed fur.
Others worry her products could
only serve to prolong the industry
they’ve spent decades trying to
defeat.
“A business that promotes wearing

real fur as fashionable and acceptable
may well create more demand for fur
from all sources, and could give all
fur wearers a shield from legitimate
criticism,” said Virginia Fuller, of the
Boston-area Citizens to End Animal
Suffering and Exploitation, or
CEASE.
Paquin counters that the stigma
around fur has eroded in recent years.
Greater spending power in China,
Russia and elsewhere, as well as
greater use of fake fur trimmings on
clothes and accessories, has revived
its popularity.
That demand, she said, is part of
the reason she chose to jump into the
industry despite having no background in fashion or design, and after
working mostly office jobs for environmental and sustainability organizations.
The Fur Information Council of
America said the U.S. alone recorded
$1.5 billion in fur sales in 2014.
Globally, it’s part of an over $35 bil-

Products by Petit Mort, which
means “the little death” in French are
decidedly high-end, ranging from
$800 to $2,000, depending on the
product and type of fur used. They
can be found online and on Boston’s
fashionable Newbury Street, where
the company rents display space in a
handmade goods market.

Lifetime

Pam Paquin poses with an ‘accidental fur’ raccoon neck muff she created in
Central Massachusetts, Nov 18, 2015. (AP)

lion industry.
“Clearly advocacy had failed,”
Paquin said. “Alternatives must be
found. Making use of animals that
would otherwise be thrown away is
sensible.”
Heidi Forbes Öste, a San
Francisco-area resident who pur-

chased a fox fur neck muff from Petit
Mort last summer, said she’s surprised at the pushback from animal
rights groups.
“They’re being short-sighted,” she
said. “We should be encouraging people to buy sustainable fur. These are
animals that are already dead.”

“The value that these products
have is that they’re handmade, local
and last a lifetime,” Paquin explains.
“That’s not just couture and high end,
but that’s also sustainable.”
Each piece comes with a personal
note explaining where and when the
animal was found.
Paquin works with animal control
specialists to gather the carcasses, but
skins many of them herself. She considers the process almost sacred and
doesn’t care much for the “roadkill”
label.
“It’s a turnoff,” Paquin said. “It
cheapens my product.”
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commence the Arabic Conversation
Course. The students must have successfully completed at least 3 levels of Arabic.
Placement test will be taken by those who
took Arabic class outside IPC.
Class is every Friday from 9-11 am,
starting from Sept 11, 2015. Register now!
IPC Rawdah-22512257
❑
❑
❑

IPC Islamic Courses registration:
‘Say: O my Lord, let me grow in knowledge’. IPC is offering Islamic courses in
English (for ladies only). Muslims and
non-Muslims are welcome.
1. Tilawa Surah Ar-Rad and Surah
Ibrahim — Sundays at 5:30-7:00 pm; 2.
Principles of Tafsir (part 2) - Sundays at
7:00-8:30 pm; 3. Tajweed 3 - Tuesday, at
5:30-7:00 pm; 4. Jesus in Surah Mariam
(part 2) - Tuesdays at 7:00-8:30 pm.
Instructor: Sr Zeinab Hassan Ashry
Place: IPC - Women Section AlRawdah, Area 3, Street 30, House 12, opp
4th Ring Road.
Email: ipc_sch@yahoo.com, Telephone:
22512257.

Embassies
Indian Embassy notice: All Indian
nationals in Kuwait holding hand written
passports are advised once again to apply
for urgent re-issuance of new passports, in
lieu of handwritten passports, under the
following circumstances:(a) The International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) has set a deadline of
Nov 24, 2015 for globally phasing out of
all non-Machine Readable Passports. From
Nov 25, 2015 onwards, foreign
Governments may deny Visa or entry to
any person travelling on a non-Machine
Readable Passport.
(b) The Government of India has been
issuing Machine Readable Passports since
2001. The Passports, however, issued
before 2001 and particularly those issued
during mid 1990s with a validity of 20
years will fall in the category of nonMRPs. All handwritten passports with
pasted photographs are also considered
non-MRPs.
(c) Indians living in Kuwait holding
handwritten passports as explained in Para
(b) above, with validity beyond Nov 24,
2015 are advised to apply urgently for reissue of their passports well before the
deadline in order to avoid any inconvenience in obtaining valid visa for international travel.
(d) For more details related to passport
services, visit the website http://www.indembkwt.org/Pages/Passport.
aspx — or call Shri. Sanjeev Saklani,
Attache (Consular) at Mob: 97295728 or
Shri. K.K. Pahel, First Secretary
(Consular) at Mob: 97229948.
❑
❑
❑

Kenya citizen registration: For citizen registration, please visit the embassy
at Zahra, Block 8, Street 807, Villa 133 or
call +965-25243772, +965-25243771. P.O.
Box 129, Al-Surra 45701. Fax: 25243788
or email: kenemb.kuwait@gmail.com. The
embassy is open Sunday to Thursday at
8:00 to 4:00 pm.
❑
❑
❑
Embassies Football League: The
Premier Sport Academy in association
with Everton FC is pleased to invite
embassy teams to participate in a football
league dedicated to serving the international community in Kuwait.
Weekly matches will be played at the
Everton Bayan Sports Arena on Sunday
evenings with kick off times of either 7
pm or 8 pm starting in October. Teams
should consist of 7 players (one goalkeeper plus 6 outfield) and upto 4 substitutes.
Matches will be two halves of 25 minutes each.
Participating teams must represent their
embassy and be either employees or
nationals from the embassy.
The league will be organised by PSA
Everton and will initially run for twelve
weeks followed by the Everton Cup competition.
Please contact Mike Finn, Everton
Academy Director to confirm your
involvement or for further information on
99981327 or by email: info@psaKuwait.com prior to the end of September
2015.
❑
❑
❑

Indonesian Embassy services: The
Embassy of Indonesia in Kuwait encourages anyone who needs the consular service from the Embassy to log on into:
https://ekonsuler.kbrikuwait.com/
The Embassy would also like to remind
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Above: Models
present creations
by Pakistani
designers Erum
Khan; Arsalan
Iqbal; Sahar Atif
and Fahad
Hussan during the
last day of Telenor
Bridal Couture
Week in Lahore, Pakistan, Dec 13.(AP)
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2-day event promotes healthcare education

FSRI, KSSS host workshop on women’s health
tutions and organizations that support
education, and whose goals and values are in line with our own goals
and policies. We had begun working
with FSRI in 2013, due to their being
a non-profit institution that supports
education and actively participates in
many educational initiatives.

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 15: The Fawzia
Sultan Rehabilitation Institute (FSRI),
under the sponsorship of the Kuwait
Society for Student Support (KSSS),
hosted an educational workshop on
women’s health physiotherapy as part
of the non-profit Institute’s efforts to
promote healthcare education across
the Kuwaiti medical community.
The two-day workshop featured
international female health physiotherapy specialist, Michelle Lyons,
and was attended by local physicians
and healthcare providers from both
the public and private sector. The
comprehensive workshop provided
participants with general theoretical
knowledge, as well as practical skills
training, to help them develop treatment strategies for a wide range of
issues affecting women including
incontinence, pelvic pain, and
menopause.

Support

Professional
Dr Elham Al-Hamdan, President &
Medical Director of FSRI, commented at the workshop: “At FSRI, we
believe that continuing professional
education is critical for improving
clinical practice in all fields of healthcare. Workshops like this one help
practitioners garner advanced therapeutic knowledge and insights, as
well as develop and hone practical
skillsets to provide an even higher
level of care to patients.”

She further added: “Women’s health
in particular is a very important topic;
one that is often not given a great deal
of attention in Kuwait. Our goal here
has been to help broaden the knowledge of the local medical community
about this specialized area, and enable
them to help female patients live a
happy, healthy and pain-free life.”
The workshop comes as the second

in a series of workshops taking place
as part of a year-long educational
program organized by FSRI and
sponsored by KSSS. The program
kicked off earlier this year with a specialized course on orthopedic physiotherapy, which took place at FSRI’s
Children’s Evaluation and
Rehabilitation Centre.
The third and final workshop under

the umbrella of this program is set to
take place in May of next year, and
will focus on educating healthcare
providers on the treatment of neurological conditions, in both children
and the elderly.
On his part, Talal Alarab, Chairman
of the Kuwait Society for Student
Support said: “We at KSSS are
always looking to partner with insti-

that 30 foreign nationals including Kuwaiti
passport holder is exempted from obtaining visa for entering Indonesia. According
to Article 3 and 4 of the Presidential
Decree No: 69 Year 2015 dated 9 June
2015 concerning the visa exemption for
the 30 foreign nationals, this visa exemp-

tion is valid only for the touristic purpose
for the period of stay of thirty (30) days
and it is not extendable nor exchangeable
to other type of immigration stay permission status. In order to get this facility, the
tourists must enter Indonesia through nine
(9) designated immigration check-points

as follows: Soekarno Hatta Airport in
Jakarta, Ngurah Rai Airport in Bali, Kuala
Namu Airport in Medan, Juanda Airport in
Surabaya, Hang Nadim Airport in Batam,
Sri Bintan Seaport in Tanjung Pinang,
Batam Center Seaport in Batam, Sekupang
Seaport in Batam, and Tanjung Uban sea-

port in Riau.
To get update, please check:
http://www.kemlu.go.id/kuwaitcity, twitter:
@KBRI_Kuwait; instagram:
@KBRI_Kuwait; Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/KBRI.Kuwait
and YouTube Channel: KBRI Kuwait.

A photo from the event

Originally, the collaboration had
been limited to a number of small initiatives. However, due to our belief in
FSRI’s mission and the need for more
continuous and serious support, the
partnership soon blossomed into
something more long-term and we
decided to sponsor this specialized
three-part educational program focusing on important clinical care topics.”
Dr Al-Hamdan further added: “FSRI
has had a long and fruitful partnership
with KSSS. In addition to the many
educational workshops and courses we
have organized with their support over
the years, KSSS has played an instrumental role in furthering the education
and training of our own staff – most
recently supporting our resident
speech therapist Dr Mohammed AlAmeer in his pursuit of a doctorate
degree from the United Kingdom. We
look forward to building upon our successful partnership with them and are
thankful to their constant support in
assisting us in our cause of promoting
healthcare education in the country.”
For further information, please contact
the Information Section of the Embassy at
22531021, 22531025 ext 122.
❑
❑
❑

Czech Embassy notice: The
Continued on Page 28

